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Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) countries (Institute for Health 
Metrics and Evaluation 2013).

When two U.S. aid workers contracted the Ebola virus while working in West 
Africa in 2014, they were flown back to the states and treated with an experimental 
drug. There is no vaccine for this hemorrhagic virus. News of the experimental and 
special treatment of the doctor and nurse raised criticism, most notably why ZMapp 
was not made available in West Africa but was made available in the United States to 
two White aid workers. As of the end of 2014, Ebola had infected 15,145 people and 
killed 5,420 in Liberia, Sierra Leone, Guinea, and Nigeria. Between 60% and 90% of 
those infected had died from the disease. The aid workers were declared fully recov-
ered, though it is unclear whether the drug, ZMapp, contributed to their recovery.

Finally, consider how politics and the law serve as agents of health system change. 
Before the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act of 2010 (also referred to as 
the Affordable Care Act, ACA, or Obamacare), 44 million Americans did not have 
health insurance. President Barack Obama said he was signing the bill on behalf of 
his mother, along with others who struggled to find affordable and comprehensive 
health coverage. The signing of the bill enshrined “the core principle that everybody 
should have some basic security when it comes to their health care” (Obama 2010). 
Under the law, health insurance coverage was expanded through private insurance 
or Medicare or Medicaid plans.

All Races White Black

Male Female Male Female Male Female

1900 46.3 48.3 46.6 48.7 32.5 33.5

1950 65.6 71.1 66.5 72.2 59.1 62.9

1960 66.6 73.1 67.4 74.1 61.1 66.3

1970 67.1 74.7 70.7 78.1 60.0 68.3

1980 70.0 77.4 70.7 78.1 63.8 72.5

1990 71.8 78.8 72.7 79.4 64.5 73.6

2000 74.3 79.7 74.9 80.1 68.3 75.2

2010 76.2 81.0 76.5 81.3 71.8 78.0

SOURCE: National Center for Health Statistics 2014.

Table 10.1   �Life expectancy at birth in years according to race and sex in the United 
States, selected years


